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- Bolwell Esq,
Clerk of Works, ' .
. 3% Paul's Cathedral, .
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Dear Sir, re Copper Ball & Finial. Bl o SRR
Referring to my letter of the 4th July, snd your kind promise ;

At

R % ’iﬁ'

to help me with informstion, I esm sorry I hsve not yet been able to
8ee you owing to holidasys &c. ol

I recently ceme across some menuscriptd in St Paul's Library,
: however, which may interest you if you have not seen them, and I enclose
copies. The first (A) is the contract with Andrew Niblett for the

construction of the Ball and Cross; (B) is a comment of my own showing
how the prices agree; (C) is the contract with Roberts for the maim

roof in eleven and nine pound lesd, while (D) is the contract for the

Dome, which mentions twelve pound leead.
Apparently it was after this contract was placed thet the guestion

Was raised in Parlisment about the use of Copper, in April 1708 (E).

One of the reasons given for not using Copper was thet the lead was

elready cest end it was too heavy to use for other buildings. (P) gives

the estimated cost for repsiring the steeple in 1608, and also mentions

the rubbish after the Great

that 194 tons of lead were recovered f
Pire. : F =
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I trust these extracts will be = u, end =
© w8y have an opportunity of seeing you at sn early &age = Vt_ht =
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Contre cta.for Hebuilding 5t Paul's in Litrary, O 1o 85
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Tam Hay 1708,
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epd other partas of the anid o“rmaz ta oxcc pling the seroile maich
h of maxder Copper, &8 being more proper for thet parpose, sl
ﬁ. indrew Iiblett pronises and ngrved to nake work, snd perform the
88id orpements in the begt, most srtful, substantisl and wrisenlike
penBer, tml Sceording to & model, thst I8 or shsll be propaved for that
Furpose, or ase shell othe rwine dirsoteq a&;gh 8d, indrew Eiblett

30 promises to finish md dsliver m fice ,fﬁ, oS
_the sd. Cathedral Same $ine before e m
4 10 suibnit sz well

: I TRte OF Thyer “HeTTercs =)
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on 5t Paul’s, This must ﬁe one afthﬁlléxgési,;in;agu_it_%j gorld,
being 30-ft high, the Bell measuring 6-ft in dismeter, snd weighing

“ dbe ddlustirat ion 2 bo t opper Bell snd Cross
2% tons snd the Cross weighing I tons.

in the o0ld documents preserved in the fmmous Librsry of 3t Peul's
various receipts can be scen by Mr Andrew Hiblett, smounting to £1536.
for the Copper work on the Lentern, The original contract for this
work is also preserved giving the price as %/6d per pound, end &8 we
know the weight of the complete article, it will be found thet the
figures agree to & remarkable extent, ss 4 tons of Copper at z/ed
_ber pound, would be £I568, —

et B e S R i

The finel receipt was giv | tne STth ADT

s
following form:=-
Recd. the summe of Four hundred and Thirty Eight
pounds, One shilling & Sixpence in full payment for
the Copper work of the Lanthorn of St Peul’'s,
I say recd. £438-16d,

{signed) AJ.Niblett.
" {Cony of Contract ﬁsrsi’:, : ==

I ..., 7T Some wexuiatred renton (poRaTRTYARRER Sir OTETavs pap
¥ren did rot anploy his usus

: 1l coppersmith, Robert Bird - an exceptionally
8killed crsfteman - for this work snd the Copper work of St 2sul's

COpper workers, Nr Niblett wmho did the Esll end Cross being &aceriheg
88 sn Armourer, whilefthe’?1§esp§}gfaa*%hg-Sbt%h<§gst Tower wes executed
by John Tijou, the fsmous iron worker, while lirs Jesne Brerven (?)
spparently s brass founder, wes responsible for the South West Tower,

Bird’s work secms %o have 1asted wonderfull

 rebuild both Bell end Gross in 1821, ant tne

- 2bout 114 yeers old, emphesizing the fact thet
re pecessary to ensu ty é - ; SR S ref tsme |
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Extract from "JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS™
in the Library of St Psul's Cathedrsl. Ist April 1708

"Amendment to Aet in first year of Her iia j6fty's Reign for the
finifthing and sdorning the Cathedrsl Church of St Paul's ;-

ist. Because it did appesr to the Commons, uwpon examination, that
Copper is preferable to asny other covering, both in respect of duration
and lightnéfs, snd it did likewife sppesr that the beft Britifh Copper
is in all refpects equal both in goodnefs and finenefs to that of eny
other country; and thet there is jyearly very considersble quantities

= f&,‘“se n Grest Britain, more than be ufed
» the PTantations, ‘e vd of whichatheXe.is about One Hundred !
Town, and lefs than Twenty Tons will snTwer THIS OCCSTTON, OHEEgN
the Commons sre of opinion the msnufacture of Copper deferves encourage-

- ment.

2nd. — Becsufe it did sppesr that Lead is fubject to very frequent
repairs;,—end that the-nmeceffary scaffoldins for that pourpofe, st
any one time will exceed the difference of the charge between Lead
and Copper; ond that frequent sceffo¥ding must ¥ery much prejudice e
the Building. Refolvéd - thet a conference be defired with the
Lords uyOn-the mahiject, " = = —— =
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